Community health depends on community voices
North Port CHAT Meeting Agenda
June 13, 2012, 4:30 pm
Present: Monica Becket, Tom Davie, Freddie Koenig, Glenda Pinkerton, Janis Russell,
Vanessa Carusone, Mary McDonald, Hector Mendez, Linda Jericka, Tom Jones, Brenda
Szych, Pat Lucia, Faith Chapman, Vince Giuffre, Diane Ramseyer
Welcome and Introductions- Sam George, Chair, welcomed everyone and introductions
were provided.
Guest Presentation – Glenda Pinkerton of JFCS (Jewish Family and Children Services)
shared information on a new support group offered in North Port on the USF Campus. The
focus is on caregiving and is provided with a Licensed Social Worker facilitating. It is offered
at 5920 Pan American Blvd. Room 205 10-Noon on Tuesdays (USF Sarasota-Manatee
Campus in North Port). Another group meets in Venice at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 508
Riviera St. on Fridays from 1-3 pm. More information can be found at 941.366.2224.
JFCS also uses Americorps Volunteers to help provide respite, but their schedules are full
already.
Janis Russell also shared that there is a caregiver support group on the 2nd Monday of the
Month at the Library in the morning.
Summer Meeting Schedule – The group decided to suspend July and August Meetings due
to summer travels and conflicts. Next meeting will be September 12, 2012.
Community Updates
North Port Coalition for Homeless and Needy Children (Backpack Angels) – The
group will be slowing down with distribution during the summer due to summer school
schedule. Supplies are available to be distributed to other partner organizations as
needed (such as Salvation Army and Day Cares). Pat provided a brochure of the
supplies needed and drop-off locations. Reminder for summer vacations – if you
come home with hotel toiletries, consider donating. See attachment for details.
Committee Reports
Health Services – A nursing intern will be working with the committee over the
summer to begin a behavioral health assessment of resources and gaps for North
Port.
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NP-ASAP (Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention) – The coalition has passed
bylaws and they are in process of developing a slate of nominees for the coalition
board. The election will be occurring in September. The grant announcement will
occur in August. Regardless of grant outcome, the coalition is positioned to begin its
strategies and running as a full-fledged coalition after the board elections. The
mentoring grant will still continue through September 2013, if the stand-alone grant is
not awarded this year.
NP D-Fy (Drug-Free Youth) – Thanks were provided to Vince Giuffre for his fundraising efforts to secure graduation cords for the seniors who are NP D-Fy members.
Donation of test and membership card supplies has been given through the health
department which should meet the needs in the coming year. This will allow the group
to have a year to raise sufficient funds for the subsequent year, as well as for
graduation cords and scholarships.
Community Announcements
The Library will be offering several activities in the coming month: See attachment
People for Trees are doing a tree planting at LaBrea Park on Saturday (behind library) and
welcome volunteers.
Tri-County’s Life Solutions for Teens program was highly successful and entering another
round. They are also planning to offer it in a format for adults.
Addiction 101 – a free community education program on understanding addiction will be held
at the City Commission Chambers on Friday (June 15th) at 9 am. This was highly
recommended and requested to be held in North Port after a successful program in Sarasota.
In the afternoon (1:30 pm) a panel will be available to answer questions, and it includes
representatives from the North Port area, including Thom Glaza of Tri-County.

Meeting Dates to Remember
June 27th – 3:30 pm – Health Services Com – Family Services Center
September 11, 2012 - 8:30 am – NP-ASAP Community Coalition Meeting
3010 S. Sumter Blvd (Peace Christian Church)
SEPTEMBER 12, 2012 4:30 pm – Next CHAT Meeting – Enjoy your summer!
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